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CONSCIENCE, 


Humbly put to the Worſhipful and Reverend 


The VICE-CHANCELLOR, 


The HEADS of HOUSES, 
The FELLOWS, Sc. 


OF THE 


UNIVERSITY of OX FORD. 


WHETHER 


One may take the OATHS to KING 


GEORGE: And yet, conſiſtently 

with Honour, and Conſcience, and the 

Fear of God, do all one can in Favour 
of the PRETENDER? 6 


———_ 


2 


There is a Conſpiracy of her Prophets in the midſt theres 
like a roaring Lion ravening the Prey: They have 2 
voured Souls. Ez Ek. xxii. 25. 
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| LONDON: 
Sold by M. Coop ER, at the Globe in Pater- 
nofter-row, and at the Pamphlet Shops in 
London and Weſtminſter. Wi | 
price Six-pence. ] 
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Bn as + 
Caſe of CONSCIENCE, &c. . 


IVarſhipful and Reverend Brethren, 


H E candid World will hardly imagine, 
- It is any Suſpicion in me, that the Ox- 


onians are Sinners above all the Men in 
England, that makes me apply to them, for the 
Reſolution of a Caſe of Conſcience, of the greateſt 
Importance to the Lives and Fortunes, the Souls 
and Bodies of Men. 0 
No, the Qꝛtalities of a good Caſuift are to be 
wiſe, learned, judicious, and above all, faithful. 
For who, eſpecially in Matters pertaining to 
God, to his Soul, and the everlaſting World, 
would chuſe to be directed by a notorious Knave, 
or by one whom every Body knew to be a Fol? 
Now in regard to you, Gentlemen, who is it 
that is ignorant that you take the Oaths to King 
George, and abjure the Pretender, not a Man of 
you excepted? It is likewiſe, I believe, pretty 
well known even at Paris, and at Rome, what 
Sort of People are moſt careſſed at all your pub- 
lick Meetings, your Races, your high Borlace, 
&c. and how you diſpoſe of your Places of Ho- 
nour, Truſt, and Profit. Your Members of Par- 
liament too! How warmly have they always 
Jo of the Revolution? Their Reſpef# how 
ingular. to the preſent Government * How zea« 
105 | "0 - lous 
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Jus in its Defence in the late Rebellion? So that 
my Reader, doubtleſs, will do me the Fuſtice 
to believe, that I propoſe my Caſe of Conſcience, 
to the Men of Oxford, becauſe the Men of Ox- 
Ford, not only abound in Learning, but are moſt 
egregiouſly remarkable for the Tenderneſs of their 
Conſciences, and ſteady Adberence to their Oatbs, 
particularly that of Allegiance to his Majeſty King 
George, and that of Abjuration of the Pretender ; 
which Oaths they all take, as above obſerved, 
and moſt of them again and again. 

And when all's ſaid ant done, let the Devil 
_ ſuggeſt what is ſuitable to his Nature, let thought- 
leſs and ungodly Men rant and talk as they 

pleaſe. Probity is commendable ; Sincerity is a 
Virtue; and to tate God's Name in vain; to 
ſwear falſely ;, to call in the Teſtimony of him that 
made the World; by whom I live, move, and 
bave my Being; to invoke him as a Witneſs that 
what I ſpeak is Truth, renouncing his Aid and 
Protection if it be not Truth, at the ſame Time 
that I know it to be abſolutely falſe, is as auda- 
cious Villany, as hardened WF ackedagſss as the 
Heart of Man can conceive. 

This is my Opinion of the Matter, Geiancs, 
ſo my Reaſon tells me, and ch nk do the 
Holy Scriptures. If I am not i, I beg to be 
better informed ; If I am in an Error, let Oxford 
Charity, Humanity, and Learning, lead me in · 
to the right Path. 

I, for my part, with Sincerity of Heart, have 
taken the Oaths to King George, and before God 
and the World have aëjured the Pretender; and 
beſides that King George is a true Protęſant, and 
the Pretender a bigotted Papiſt, bred at Rome, 
and diſciplined by Popes, in Principles fierce, ty- 
rannous, and cruel. Beſides that, King George 

| is 


OFF 

is in Poſſeſſion, and' not to be removed, perhaps, 
by wading up to the Knees in the Blood of our' 
Countrymen And was it at laſt effected by all 
this Carnage and Murder, would amount to zo 
more, but to make Way for a Man, who, moſt 
certainly, in a very little Time, would root out 
our molt holy Religion, and, probably, would ren- 
der our Property precarious, make his Will our 
Law; and our Privileges nothing: Abſtracted 
from all Conſiderations of the Proteſtant Religion, 
and the Peace, Plenty, Quiet, and Happineſs 
of my dear Countrymen, the Oath I have taken 
1s, I believe, @ Bond upon my Soul; and ſuch, 1 


I doubt not, will always be my Opinion, un- 


leſs you, Gentlemen, can help me to better and 
ſtronger Reaſons to the contrary, than I ever ex- 
pect to meet with. And when you 'vouchſafe 
me that Honour, I beſeech you moreover to let 
me know, what Privileges, Immunities, or Ad- 
vantages, a Proteſtant Univerſity can in reaſon 
expect from a Popiſh King, a Popiſh Houſe of 
Lords, a Popiſh Army, &c. One Trouble will 
ſerve for both, and 1 hope you will indulge me 

in a Point of Knowledge ſo curious, at the ſame 
Time that y "ay my Conſcience in a Matter 
of real Inpo But is it indeed a Truth 
that the grealeſt Clerks are not always the wiſeſt 
Men ? Or is the Fault our own, in looking for 
a limpid Stream from a muddy Fountain ? 

If corrupt be the Schools of the Prophets, will 
the Sons of the Prophets be without Blemiſh ? 
The-Prophets of Samaria prophefied in Baal, and 
. cauſed Iſrael to err: And FROM THE PRo- 
PHETS OF JERUSALEM DID PROFANENESS GO 
FORTH INTO ALL THE LAND, There is a 
Mord that is cloathed about with Death; God 

grant that it be not found in the Heritage 4 


I * 
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Jacob. But to leave that antiently ele& People, 


and to return nearer Home. 


Abſtracted, I ſay, from all other Conſidera- 


tions, the Oath I have taken, is, I am perſua- 


_ ded, a Bond upon my Soul, and, I believe, I ſhall 
be always of Opinion, that I renounce the Chri/- 
tian Faith; 1 diſclaim the Protection of Almighty 


God; I forfeit all Pretenſions to Conſcience, Ho- 


nour, and common Honefty ; I incur the Penalty 
of eternal Damnation, if I do not to the utmoſt 
of my Power defend King George, and to the 
utmoſt of my Power ſupport, maintain, and de- 


fend the Swcceſfion of the Crown againſt the Pre- 
tender, and all other Perſons whatſoever. 


And that the Reader may fee upon what Mo- 


tives I act, and affected by what Reaſons, I 


talk in ſo high a Strain, I ſhall tranſcribe the 


Oath of Abjuration at. large, make ſome brief 


| Obſervations upon it, and then leave it to the 


honeſt, ſerious, unprejudiced Reader, whether 


even Papiſt or Proteſtant, Chriſtian or Heathen, 


either himſelf to judge immediately of the Reaſo- 


 nableneſs and Probity of my Sentiments, or to wait 
for a more accurate and final Determination of 


the Matter, by a Dx REI from the very antient, 
learned, and moſt renowned Univerſity of Oxford. 


The OATH. 


I A. B. do truly and fincerely acknowledge, 
profeſs, teſtify, and declare in my Conſcience be- 
fore God and the World, that our Sovereign 
Lord King George is lawful and righiful King of 
this Realm, and all other his. Majeſty's Domi- 
nions and Countries thereunto belonging. 


OBSE R-. 


WY 
OB$SERVATIONS. 


And doſt thou, before God and the World, 
thou Facobite Swearer, truly and fincerely profeſs, 
and in thy 7 declare George to be lawful 
and rightful King ? If thou doſt, art thou not a 
moſt inexcuſable Miſcreant, for Talking and Act- 
ing in the Manner uſual with thee, ſo contrary 
to thy open Profeſſions, and even the acknow- 
ledged and real Declarations of thy Conſcience ? 
If thou doſt not, art not thou a moſt audacious, 
baſe, diſhonourable Lyer, and perjured Perſon ? 


— 


The OATH condimand. 


And 1 do ſolemnly and ſincerely declare, that 1 
do believe. in my Conſcience, that the Perſon pre- 
tended to be Prince of Wales, during the Lite of 
the late King James, and ſince his Deceaſe pre- 
tended to be, and taking upon himſelf the Stile 
and Title of King of England, by the Name 
of James the Third, or of Scotland, by the 
Name of James the Eighth, or the Stile and 
Title of King of Great Britain hath not any Right 
or Title whatſoever to the Crown of this Realm, 
or any other the Dominions thereto belonging: 
And I do renounce, refuſe, and abjure any A.- 
legiance or Obedience to him. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


And doſt thou believe in thy Conſcience the Pre- 
tender has no Right or Title to the Crown ? and 
doſt thou abjure Allegiance to him? If thou fo 
believes and ſo abjures, and yet endeavoureſt to ſet 

the Crown upon his Head, art thou not a moſt 
| | execrable, 


(8) 
 extcrable, for ſtworn Traitor, even againſt the Dic- 
tates of thine own Conſcience ? If thou believeſt he 
hath a Right and Title to the Crown, If thou en- 
i | deavoureſt to obey him, notwithſtanding thy Oath 
| and ſolemn Declaration to the contrary, art thou 
not a moſt ſuperlatively mean, abject, ſcandalous 
Lyer, and perjured Wretch, | 
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= - The OATH continued. 


|| And I do fwear, that J will bear Faith and 
| true Allegiance to his Majeſty King George, and 
Bim will defend to the utmoſt of my Power, againſt 
all traiterous Conſpiracies and Attempts whatſo- 
ever, which ſhall be made againſt his Perſon, 
Crown, or Dignity. And I will do ny ut moſt 
j Endeavour to diſcloſe and make known to His 
| Majeſty and His Succeſſors, all Treaſons, and 
1 traiterous Conſpiracies which I ſhall know to be 
{ againſt Him, or any of Them. es 


= | OBSERVATIONS. 


# Thou ſweareſt Allegiance to King George, to 
1 defend bim to the utmoſt of thy Power, — to make 
[| known all Treaſons ;—and yet does all thou canſt 
| to weaken his Authority, —perhaps enters into 
| traiterous Conſpiracies thyſelf, —and to the ut- 
maſt of thy Power advances the Intereſt of the 
Pretender, and ſtrengthens his Party; and ſuch 
is thy Behaviour, at the ſame Time that chou 
ſolemnly calleſt God and Man to witneſs the Sin- 
cerity of thy Heart, and the'Truth of thy Pro- 
Feſſions. But doſt thou not thereby incur the 
Guilt of manifeſt, ſhameleſs Lies, and undoubt- 
ed, undiſguiſed Perjury ? : , 
| t 


(9) 
It is poſſible, thou mayſt eſcape the Puniſh- 
ment of Men, but againſt the Tord doft thou vin, 
and be Ty 25 Sin will find thee out.” ” ” 


The 0 ATH cnn. 


And I ds faithfully promiſe, co the atm 22 
Power, to ſupport, maintain, and defend the 


ceſion of the Crown againſt him the ſaid James, 

and all other Perſons whatſoever ; which Suc- 
ceſſion, by an Act, iatituled, ah Act for he 

further Limitation of the Crown, and better ſecu- 
ring the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, is, 

and ſtands limited to the Princeſs Sophia, Elec- 
toreſs and Dutcheſs Dowager of Hanover, and 

the Heirs: of her yodys being Proteſtants. | 


"% 


Opsrnvations. 


Thy Promiſe is to ſupport" to the utmef of 17 
Power, the Succeſſion of the Crown to King George 
againſt the Pretender : Thy real Endeavour is, 
to the utmaſt of thy Power, to take it from King 
George, and to put the Pretender in Poſſe Mon of 
it. Art thou therefore not guilty of a moſt im- 
pudent, bare-faced Lie? yea is it not a Lie at- 
tended with an Oath? js it not Perjury, even ac- 
cumulated Per jury? And canſt thou talk of Con- 
ſcience with a Face erett? canſt thou mention 
Honour without a Bluſh? But hardened Fronts 
there are, and ſuch i is thine. 


þ = he 0 A 1 H conclidul. 
And all theſe T hings J do plainly and fegerely 


acknowleage and ſwear, according to theſe expreſs 
Moras by me ſpoken, and e to the plain and 
B common 


(to) 


common Senſe and Underſtanding, of the fame 
Words, without any Equivocation, mental Eva- 
ion, or ſecret Reſervation whatſoever. And 1 
do make this Recognition, Acknowledgment, 
Abjuration, Renunciation, and Promiſe, Heartily, 
. and Truly, * the true Faitb of a 


Ariſtian: : 
Se help me G od. 


— f 


* | OnsnnvatioNs. 


Au the T, bings contained in this Oath thou 
doſt plainly and fincerely acknowledge and ſwear. 
And all the Fords of this Oath thou uſeſt in the 
common Meaning and Acceptation of them, with- 
out any ſort of Evafion or ſecret Senſe in thine 
own Mind diſſonant to what the Words uſually 
import. That is to ſay, thou fwears, and doſt 
Jus that thou meaneſt what thou ſwears, 


I. That King George has a | Right to the 


e Crown, 


II. The Pretender has no Right. 

III. Thou abjures Allegiance to the Pretender, 

IV. Thou ſwears Allegiance to King George. 

V. Swears to defend him, to the utmoſt of 
thy Power, againſt all Treaſons. 

VI. Swears to diſcover all treaſonable Conſpi- 


racies thou art made acquainted with. 


VII. Swears, to the utmoſt of thy Power, to 
maintain the Succeſſion of the Crown againſt the 
Pretender and all others whatſoever. 

VIII. Swears thy Meaning is entirely agree- 
able to the Words by thee ſpoken. 

IX. Swears that thou ſwears all theſe Things 
neartilys willingly, and * | 
Now 


hs 
Now the true Facobite Swearer, 


I. Does not believe King George to have a 
Right to the Crown, I 

II. Believes the Pretender has a Right. | 

III. Does not heartily, nor-willingly, nor truly 
adjure Obedience to the Pretender, 

IV. Does not heartily, willingly, nor truly 
ſmear Allegiance, to King George. 

V. Does not defend him to the utmoſt of bis 
| Power againſt all Treaſons. 

VI. Would not diſcover treaſonable Conſpi- 
racies, | 

VII. Does not, to the utmoſt of bis Power, 
maintain the Succeſſion of the Crown e the 

Pretender. 


* 


VIII. Does not mean what he ſpe aks. W 
IX. Does not take this Oath Naher . 
erillinghy, or truly. - * 


| 2 
So that a Jacobite Swearer, 18 guilty e 

Ti ime he takes this Oath, of at leaſt nine moi 
manifeſt bare-faced Lies even of nine moſt im- 
pudent ſhameful Lies - bound with nine Oal bs. — 
Tbat is to ſay, in Reality, he is nine times per- 
jured, nine times denies the Faith of Chriſt, and 
niue times renounces the Divine Aid and Protec! 
tion. And doſt thou ſet up for a Man of Pro- 
bity ! Thou a Patriot! — Infamous Traitor 
A Pillory's they Deſert, and Hell thy . 
Thou a Patriot! _ 
But the Truth is, we have long loſt the proper 
Meaning of Words, as Cato complained was the 
Caſe in that corrupt Age wherein he lived. We 
have long been uſed to put Bitter for Sweet, and 
Sweet for Bitter: To call Evil Good, and Good 


Evil. To e which n Practiſe, at 
* 3 2 | leaſt 


*. 


Inne 
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leaſt ſo far as relates to the preſent tion, I 


have aſſumed the Liberty to call a Spaae a Spade, 


and to uſe ſuch Terms as have annexed to them 
the cleareſt and moſt diftint? Idea. 5 
Thus, I have not called a bearing Jacobite 
by the more gentle Title of great Fibber — 
one that ſayeth the Thing that is not —one that 
reth an Untruth one that is guilty of Falſe- 
hood one deficient in Sincerity—or a Prevari- 
cator.— But have plainly, and in Terms, given 


him the Lie, yea the Lie in his Throat, as Shake- 


ſpear would have expreſs'd it, and have peremp- 
torily called bim an infamous T raitor, and a per- 
Jured Wretch. 
We would not therefore, courteous Reader, 
have thee to imagine, that we are utterly void 
of all gentle Behaviour, and good Manners, be- 
cavſe we uſe ſuch Language; for there are ſome 
Diſeaſes that are not to be cured without harſh 
Remedies ; and ſome People cannot ſee unleſs Ob- 
Jefts are placed in a very glaring Lipht ; nor are 
able to attain to a full and ade + Tg pprehenſion 
of Things, unleſs they are called by their direct 


and proper Names, We therefore rather choſe 


to have our Breeging called in Queſtion, oy even 
the Soundneſs of our Intellects, 
For want of Decency ſhews want of Senſe. ay 
than that 7 ruth, by /mooth Words and gloſſing | 
you ſhould be deprived of its due Force 92 0 
ner 
We therefore declare again, in Words of an 
undoubted Meaning, that a SW- ARIN OG JAco- 
BITE * is an infamous per ured Villain. That 
one that takes: this Oath, wht he is a Jacobite, 
HO 3 
by Wh lebe n ty Wee 


e 
At an Election, but one ** akes the Oaths to gorge, 


yet does what he can for the retender. 


or continues to be a Facobite aſtet he has taken 
this Oath, 7s 4 Liar, and the Truth is not in bim. 
But let me again put thee in mind of the Oath, 
thou profane Abuſer of the Name of God, Set 
thine Eyes upon it, Man, and conſider what 
thou art about. Thou mayſt indeed ſwear, then 
ſpit, then wipe thy Mouth, and ſay I haue done 
no Wickedneſs ; but thou hadſt beſt, in time, re- 
flect, whether thou canſt ſo eaſily tſeape the Judg · 
ment FG. N e : 
An Oath, ſay. the Schools, is an Ad of Reli- 
gion, whereby God is called as a Mitneſ, either 
femply, or with an Execration, He is called im- 
Ply as a Witneſs, when we fay I ſpeak the Truth 
before God, or as God is my Witneſs. He is called 
as a Witneſs with an Execration, when we ſay, 
I ſpeak the Truth, So help me Gad, which is 
really, and in Effects, to ſay, if I ſpeak not the 
Truth, may every Evil here, and Damnation 
hereafter, be my Portion. For he whom God 
does not help, will of courſe fall into the Devil's 
Glutches. ex. ew SLreants - 
The Schools obſerve farther, that an Oath is 
twofold, aſſertory and promiſſory. Aſſertory, 
when we aſſert Things preſent: or paſt, and in- 
voke God to witneſs..the Veracity: of our Aſer- 
tion: Promiſſory, when we call in the ſame di- 
vine Teſtimony, to confirm ſomething future. 
Now the Oath before us comprehends every Form 
of an Oath, and by Conſequence lays upon us 
every „ N that any Oath: can poſſibly lay 
a Klan... --/;: 2 ; 

I declare King George has a Right and Title 
to the Crown; and that the Pretender has none. 
So far it is aſſertory. I promiſe to defend King 
George, and to oppoſe the Pretender. So far it is 
promiſſory. I aſſert and promiſe this before * 


A 
* 
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80 is God fiph invoked as a Witneſs." I affert: 


and promiſe this before God; and ſo help me Gad, 
as what I Aſſert and Promiſe is T . Thus is 
God called as a Miineſs with an Execration, the 
Meaning whereof is, If what I ſpeak be not true, 
may I. be given up by God to Miſery here, and 
for ever as above-mentioned.—Buteven in Terms 
yer ſtronger, .is, to this Oath, the Exzera lion. 
Take it altogether thun. 

I make this Abjuration of * Pretemdar 8 
God. -I abjure him— As God is my Help — I ab- 


jure him-—Upor. the true Faith of a Chriſtian, 
That is, I ſpeak the Truth, as ſure as 1 am a 
Chriſtian. If then what thou ſpeak*ſt is not 


zrue, thou plainly renounceſt the Chriſtian Faith. 


And indeed, if I thought thou waſt a Chriſtian, 


I would put thee: in mind of thoſe remarkable 


Words of our Saviour, M hoſoever will deny me 
Before Men, bim will I alſo cy before my Father 
5 wobich is in Heaven. 


Waſt thou a Chriſtian W ; that Part of 1 


Execration would deter thee from Falſehood— 
Wert thou a Dei, or didſt thou own. a Cod, 
thou wouldſt not diſclaim his Help—If a Man 
of Honour, or a moral Heathen, thou wouldſt be 
aſhamed to call the World, that is, the whole 
Race of Men, to witneſs the Truth of what thou 
ſayeſt, when thou knoweſt the whole to be a 
Lie.—But in the Words of the admirable Cla- 
iſa, *© O thou guileful Betrayer! There is a juſt 
% God, whom thou. invokeſt; yet the Thunder- 


ce bolt deſcends not; and thou liveſt to ey. ad 


* cate-and deceive !** 


So that a ſwearing ” + tru honeſt. Fel 


lot that very honeſt Fellow—that curls like a 
Vine, and ſtruts and looks big as if a Thing of 


Importance — that ſets itſelf off as a Patriot —as 
62 in 


(450 


in the Country Intereſt as above Corruption — 
is really, and in Fact, a Creature without Chrift ; 
a Creature that neither fears God, nor regards 
Men; and has perhaps not leſs than nine times 
nine Perjuries lying upon his Conſcience. 
That they at preſent lie heavy upon his Con- 
ſcience, I do not fay, nor that they gall or give 
Pain. For it was mentioned of old, that ſuch 
Men there would be, and I am ſure that ſuch 
Men there are, whoſe Minds and 'Conſciences are 
defiled ; who ſpeak Lies in Hypocriſy, having their 
Conſcience ſeared with an bot Iron. 

And is infinite Knowledge and Almighty 
Power, fo deſpicable in thy Stght, as to be 
thus dallied with? Thy hollow Heart, thy dou- 
ble Tongue, may impoſe upon Meh, but God 
beholds thee, and knows thee. Thou indeed 
deſpiſeſt the Riches of his Goodneſs, and the 
Power of his Wrath. But God is not mocked. 
As thou ſows, ſo wilt thou reap z and the Confu- 
ſion will at /aft be thine. 15 
* Suppoſe thou, who perhaps haſt never been 
abroad, ſhouldſt profeſs, teſtify, and declare, that 
thou hadſt ſeen Hydra's and Chimera*s dire, and 
been amongſt the Anthropagi that Men do eat; 
and ſhouldſt moreover faithfully promiſe, that 
next Week thou wouldſt make a Voyage to the 
Moon; and ſhouldſt call a Gentleman of Integrity 
and Honour to teſtify, and bear witneſs to the 
Truth of thy Afjertion and Promiſe : Would not 
that Gentleman juſtly think thee a Fe/low of the 
moſt conſummate Impudence, the falſeſt of the 
Sons of Men, and that thou affrontedfs him to a 
very high Degree * ? But as true is it that thou 
' haſt ſeen. Hydra's and Chimera s dire, as that 
thou ſincerely and in thy Conſcience acknowledges 
the Pretender to have no Right : And as true is 
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his own Head. EZek, xvii. 18, 19. 


(16) wy 


it that thoy wilt make a Voyage to the Moon, 

as that thou wilt to the utmoſt of thy Power ſup- 

port, maintain, and defend the Succeſſion againſt 
| the faid Pritender. And yet, fo perfidious art 


thou and void of all Shame, as to call the holy, 


righteous, and eternal King of all the Earth to 

_ witneſs the Veracity of thy inſincere Acknowleds- 
ments ; and to vouch the Truth of thy Promiſe, 
which even when thou mad iſt thou never defign- 
eaſt to perform. T7 


And doſt thou believe there is a God? what 


is thy Notion of him? what Attributes doſt thou 

aſſign him ? does he love Truth ? can he puniſh'? 

or art thou ſtronger than be? But to whatever 

' Lengths thy Envy, thy Prejudices, thy Malig- 

_ nity may carry thee, thou wilt hereafter find, 

that verily there is 4 Reward for the Righteous, 
Aaoubtleſ there is a Gad that judgeth the Earth. 


That a Gentleman of little or no Learning, 


but of much Beer and Ale; of little Reaſon 
but much Noiſe, and who had never in his 
whole Life entertained one ſerious Thought a- 
bout religious or moral Truths, ſhould be guilt 

of fo beinous an Offence, is a Thing not ſo .4:2/4 
to be wondered at. But in a Matter ſo plain, 
his Ignorance and his Heat, great as they are, 
will not exempt him from Guilt, but his manifeſt 


Untruths, the Violation of his Oath, and his 


Contempt of the God that made him, muſt one 
Day be ſtrictly accounted for; ſeeing be deſpiſed 
the Oath, by breaking the Covenant (when lo, be 
bad given his Hand) He ſhall not eſcape : There- 
fore thus ſaith the Lord God, as I live, ſurely 


mine Oath that he hath deſpiſed, and my Covenant 
that he hath broken, even it will I recompence u pon 


But 


4 
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But yet eaſy will be his Caſe, in Compariſon 
with that of a SWEARING JACOBITE PARSON, 
who is a Creature of the moſt hardened E Efron- 
tery of all Sinners ;—partakes in other Men's Sins 
to a Degree, in other Profeſſions, hardly to be 
arrived at.—ls altogether without Excuſe, either 
to God or Man,—arid ought to be efteemed the 
loweft in the lows Claſs of the moſt infamous of 
the human Race. 

That a Man, whoſe Bf neſs i it is to teach and 
inculcate divine Truths, ſhould appeal ſolemnly to 
the Fudge of all the Earth, for the Truth of his 
tins, when his Aﬀer tions are all a Lie 
For the Sincerity of his Promiſes, when he 4 F7ns 
to perform none of them, ſhould have his Mind 
and Conſcience ſo defiled, as even to make a Merit 
of his Perfidy, and to glory in his Shame, ho 
knowing, or who at leaſt ought to know be 
Judgment of God, that they which commit ſuch 
Things are worthy of Death, ſhould not only do the 
ſame, but have Pleaſure in them that do them; — 
ſhould break the Covenant of his Cod, when lg! 
HE HAD GIVEN H1s Hanp, and even teach 
Men fo to do.—If there be a Place of more than 
ordinary Torment in the Regions of the Damned, 
it ſurely is prepared for ſo impudent an Offender, 
for a Sinner ſo preſumptuous ] 

For as a Miniſter of Feſus Chriſt, his Duty is 
to open Men's Eyes, to turn them from Darknefs to 
Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God, — 
To put them in mind to be ſubject to Principalities 
and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates.—To pray for 
Kings, and all in Authority, that we may lead a 
quiet and Ppeaceable Life in all Godlineſs and Ho. 

zeſty —To inſtruct them that the Powers that 3 
are ordained of God for our Good, as well as thoſe 


ches were in BEING 1 the „ — Fathers 
| were 
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were for their Good. Conſult therefore thy 
1 Bible, thou reverend, perjured Traitor, and there 
Ty thou mayſt find it written; Thou Halt not ſtwear 
= : by my Name falſely. If a Man fwear he ſhall 
8 perform it. I will be a ſwift Witneſs againſt. falſe 
+8 Swearers. | 
bl And indeed, an Oath has been eſteemed a 
FT moſt ſacred Thing by all People, not wholly given 
* up to their Luſts, in all Nations and at all Times, 
4} inſomuch, that the Curſe and Puniſhment of Per- 
1 jury, has been thought not alone to fall on the 
v8 guilty Perſon and to terminate in bim, but to be 
|! derived down and to extend itſelf to his Poſterity. 
T8 Tea, the very Intention, without proceeding to 
| the A, has, even by the Heathens, been ima- 
Fi gined ſufficient to occaſion the utter Extirpation 
it of whole Families : a remarkable Inſtance whereof 
1 we meet with in Herodotus, in the Perſon of one 
|  Glaucus, who having a Sum of Money depo- 
ſited in his Hands, on Account of his reputed 
| Honeſty, was tempted to deny by Oath, he had 
18 ever received it. But having ſome Checks of 
= Conſcience, he would not venture upon the Per- 
Jury, without firſt conſulting Apollo, be therefore 
applied himſelf to his Oracle, and was anſwered 
thus, as I have found it ready Engliſpbed to mine 
Hand. | 
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No, Glaucus, no, I think you need not fear 

To bilk your eaſy. Creditor, and ſwear 

He lent you no ſuch Sum, you'll gain thereby 
And this conſider'd, you may Death defy, 
Death of the Juſt alike an Enemy. 
But know, that Oreus has a Monſter Son 
Ghaſtly of Shape, whoever haſtens on 
To ofertake Perjuries; he'll ne'er forget 


Your heinous Crime, but with revengeful = 
nd 
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(19) | 
Send Loſſes, racking Pangs, deſtructive Woe, 
Till he yourſelf with your whole Race undo. 


Glaucus begged Pardon, and paid the Money, 
but that would not atone for his Fault, what the 
Oracle denounced was made good, and of Glaucus, 
in a little Time, was there neither Houſe nor 
Offspring remaining. ; 

That the Guilt of Perjury, does not alone ter- 
minate in the guilty Perſon, is likewiſe the Opi- 
nion of that incomparable Jew, the Son of Sirach. 
A Man, ſaith he, that uſeth much Swearing ſhall 
be filled with Iniquity, and the Plague ſhall never 
depart from his Houſe. — And if he ſwear in vain, 
that is falſely, he ſhall not be innocent, but his 
Houſe ſhall be full of Calamities. But behold, to 
the ſame Effect, the inimitable Energy of the 
divine. Writings. I will bring it [the Curſe] 
forth, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, and it ſhall enter 
into the Houſe—of him that fweareth falſly by my 
Name: And it ſhall remain in the Midſt of bis 
Houſe and ſhall conſume it, with the Timber thereof 

and the Stones thereof. Zech. v. 4. That is to 
ſay, his Subſtance ſhall waſte, and his Poſterity 
ſhall be utterly cut off. 

And theſe Things, thou Man of Perfidy ſhouldſt 
thou know ; and theſe Things ſnouldſt thou zeach, 
thou ſwearing Facobite.— To be faithful to King 
George, to whom thou haſt ſworn, is a Duty in- 
_ cumbent upon thee, and to make others faithful, 
as far as thou haſt any Influence over them :— 
No, ſpeak the Truth, and perſuade thy Flock to 
ſpeak the Truth to ſwear thyſelf in Truth, in 
Righteouſneſs, and in Fudgment, and to endeayour 
that others may do the like. 


C 2 But 


(20) 

But thou wilt ſay, perhaps, even thoſe Men 
_ the Oaths to King James II. who yet were 
ſo unconſcionable, as to frighten him out of the 
Kingdom. Oh, did they ſo, and were they not 


a Pact of ſad Fellows for frightening him; and 


does not thou ſwear to King George, and yet 
wouldſt fain put another in his Place; and art not 
thou a moſt ſad Fellow too? yea, a ſadder Fellow 
by far than they, inaſmuch as thy Perjury is 


_ abundantly. more complicated than even thou canft 


pretend theirs to be. For, 
Firſt, They never abjured King William, as 


thou haſt abjured the Pretender, it may be, ten 
Times. 


Secondly, I know of no other Oath they took, 
but that they would bear Faith and true Alle- 


giance to him. That is, they ſwore, as I hum- 
bly conceive, that they would faithfully obey 


him ad Legem, that is, according to Law. Nor 


can I find that they ever wiolated that Oath. 
For they did in Fruth obey him as far as the Law 
obliged them, and ſupported him in the Exe- 
cution of the Law. 

But when it became a uſual Saying with bim; 
that he would be obeyed without Reſerve ; when 
more Regard was to be paid to his Jhiſpers. to 
the Feſuit Peters, or perhaps to the Suggeſtions 
of Peters himſelf, than to the Vill of the mix 
acknowledged to be his Vill by the King in 
Perſon, to the Lords and Commons aſſembled in 
Parliament, when he regarded no Oath, diſ- 
penſed with Law, and overturned the Conſtitu- 
tion; then, without violating any Oath, or break - 
ing through any Obligation, they bravely with- 
ſtood - the Tyrant, ſupported the Laws, and in 
Truth obeyed and mn the declared Will of 


(21) 
the King, in Oppoſition to the real or inegived 
I} hiſpers of lawleſs James. 

And in the Words of the moſt novevendd the 
Archbiſhop of York *, As the Laws of the 
« Land are the Meaſures of our active Obe- 
«« dience, ſo are alſo the ſame Laws the Mea- 
“ fares of our Submiſſion. And as we are not 
bound to obey, but where the Laws and 
« Conſtitution require our Obedience, ſo nei- 
„ ther are we bound to ſubmit but as the Laws 
« and Conſtitution do require our Submiſſion.“ 

Upon their ſeeming thus ready to maintain 
the Laws, without, I think, a Stroke ſtruck, or 
a Man ſlain; he, with buge Diſmay, betoole 
himſelf to his Heels, with Tears in Hen it is 
ſaid, and ſnotty Noſe, making good an Obſer- 
vation of Grotius , That People that violate 
„ the Laws of Nature and Nations, undermine 
te the Foundations of their own Peace, and that 
of their Poſterity.“ 

And did he ſpudder at the Appearance of Dau- 
ger, did he run amain? And is not ſo provi- 
dent a Care of his own Perſon an Evidence of his 
Relation to the [talian Scamperer, that ſo wiſely 
got out of the Reach of Danger at Culloden ? 
Why, in truth, there are Chicken Hearts in more 
Families than one, ſo that Identity of Cowardice,- 
is to me no convincing Proof of — of Fu- 
mily. 5 
But is it a Truth undoubted that they borb 
did really run? Had they been antient Greeks, 
had the unrivall'd Homer mentioned the happy 
Event, What Parade had there been to have 
made 3 turn their Backs? Jupiter would: 


have 
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have ſent for Apollo, would have lent him his 


Aegis or fringed Goat-ſkin, would have ordered 
him to hate it at them, in order to make upon 


them an Impreſſion of Fear : And once or twice 


would he have ook it without Effect“; but at 
laſt, upon faring them full in the Face, and 
giving it one molt /remendous Shake, their Hearts 


would have ſunk down to their Heels, they would 
then have fled, nor looked behind them, till in 


Safety placed with their good French Cozen. And 
well pared they were, and Pity it is they were ſo 


long apart. 

Pleaſing is the Subject, gentle Reader, which 
makes me loth to leave it. To behold a raging 
Bear in Trammels, that has long been ravaging 
the Plain ! — What your Senſe of the Matter 
may be, I know not, but I imagine it muſt be 
an Object giving Joy to every humane Breaſt, as 
in Truth it does to mine: For with a Saying 7 
the Rabbins do I agree, That if the Sea was 
« Ink, and the World Parchment, they would 
< not be ſufficient to deſcribe and contain the 
« Praiſes of Liberty.“ But to return to what 
more immediately concerns the Matter in hand. 

Thoſe then who ſwore to King James, and 
yet ſcared him ſo, and put him in ſuch bodily 


Fear, that he could never think himſelf ſecure, 
till he had got the Sea between himſelf and thoſe 
horrible Men, in Reality never broke any Oath, 


never violated any Promiſe, - When they ſwore, 


their Intentions, were conformable to the Words. 
and Intention of the Oath, and to both did their 
 Prafiices accord: Whereas thy Meaning is diſſo- 
nant to the Words and Meaning of the Oath; 
when thou tateſt it, thou has no Intention to per- 


form or keep it; and ty Oppaſition is to a IC 
| T 
* Hom. Il, XV, | 
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that has always made the Law the Rule and 
Meaſure of his Actions, and has always lived, in 
as exact Obedience to it, as any Subject he has: 
So that - thy. Perjuries, like Samſon's Slain, are 
Heaps upon Heaps, and effected by the ſame per- 
nicious Inſtrument, even the Jaw of. an Aſs, 
To enforce what I have already ſaid in regard 
to the Heinouſneſs of thy Crime, and the ex- 
cteding Sinfulneſs of it, I will give thee a Quo- 
tation from that judicious and pious Divine, and 
.worthy Archbiſhop, Dr. Jobn Tillotſon, Vol. I. 
Serm. XXII. | 
«© I need not uſe many Words to aggravate 
« this Sin; it is certainly a Crime of the high- 
<< eſt Nature, deliberate Perjury being directly 
< againſt a Man's Knowledge, ſo that no Man 
< can commit it without ſtaring his Conſcience 
<< in the Face; which is one of the greateſt Ag- 
«« gravations of any Crime. And it is equally a 
<« Sin againſt botb Tables, being the higheſt Af- 
« front to God, and of moſt injurious Conſe- 
« quence to Men. It is an horrible Abuſe of 
* the Name of God, an open Contempt of his 
« Judgment, and an inſolent Defiance of his 


Vengeance: And in reſpect of Men, it is not 


c only a Wrong to this or that particular Per- 
ſon who ſuffers by it, but Treaſon againſt bu- 
«© man Society; ſubverting at once the Founda- 
tions of publick Peace and Juſtice, and the 
private Security of every Man's Life and For- 
“ tune.—lt is a Peſtilence tbat uſually walketh 
« 7 Darkneſs, and a ſecret Stab and Blow, 
«© againſt which, many Times, there is no poſ- 
« ſibility of Defence. Look back upon it 
again, my Friend, give it a ſecond Reading, and 
conſider it attentively; it is good Senſe, ſober 
| | | Reaſon, 
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(24) 
Reaſon, and ſound Morality, agreeable to the 


Law of Nature, and Nations, and the revealed 


Will of God. pos 
Give me leave farther, good Reader, if thou 


| beeſt a ſwearing, or non-ſwearing - Facobite, to 


ut thee in mind of a fine Saying in Homer, 


attributed to the ſage and well-experienced Neſtor, 
vi. A Man fond of inteſtine War, ſhould 


« have no Relation , no Property, no Houſe.” 
I. TX. And ſhould that direful Calamity hap- 
pen to this Kingdom, thine Houſe may be beat 
about thine Ears—Thy ſelf undone—thy Wife 


Taviſhed—and thy Children ſlain.— And when 


all this Havock is made, our Trade loſt—our 
Power gone—our fine Seats level with the Ground 
—and an Ocean of Blood ſpilt the Blood of 


our Countrymen, even the Blood of our Neigh- 
bours, Companions, Friends, Brothers, Fathers— 


Things notwithſtanding, may, after all, be pro- 
videntially continued in the ſame illuſtrious Hands 


they are at preſent: And thou canſt not even 


then be ſo wretched, as thou deſires to be. 

But ob! that thou wouldſt know the Things 
that belong to Peace, before they are bid from 
thine Eyes! Not that I am under any uneaſy 


Apprehenſions that God will ever ſuffer ſo falſe, 


ſo perjured a Faction to prevail. 

I will now only crave thy Attention to one 
Quotation more, and then I will leave thee to - 
thine own Reflections. It is taken from a Pam- 
pblet lately publiſhed, entitled, Reaſons and Ar- 
guments to illuſtrate and ſupport a late Petition 
to the Commons to Addreſs the King for Daily 
Prayers, &c. A Project, in my Opinion, that 

| | | well 
» *Apgirue are, wir, Clanleſs, Lawleſs, Houſe- 
leſs, may perhaps be a Senſe nearer the Original, 


— T —_  — 


Can F _ - 

. ©vell deſerves the Attention. of the Publick; and 
which, I believe, would anſwer every End. -pro- 
poſed by it. A Project which, without putting 
the People to the leaſt Trouble or Expence, would 
have the moſt ſalutary Effefs upon the King- 
dom in general, and, in a' few Years, be of 


greater Security to it, than a VI Army of 


forty thouſand Men. 

The - fourteenth Reaſon or A rgument then for 
Daily Publick Prayers, Morning and Evening, in 
our Pariſh Churches," is in Anſwer to an Objec- 
tion to this Effect; That as this faithful Dif- 
charge of their Duty, might probably increaſe 
the Influence of the Clergy, would © they. not 
«©. exert that Influence to overturn the Govern- 
ment they have ſworn to, and to deſtroy that 
Religion they profeſs? There are, I doubt, 
% ſaith that Author, ſome oL p ones of lefs 
Learning than they brought from School, who 
* never converſed but with their School. fellomos, 
<« and thoſe of the ſame Way of Thinking with 
<<. themſelves, that perhaps are not ſound at Heart. 
And be might have added ſom? OLD ones of more 
Learning than Grace, that. are rotten at Core and 
Rind, entirely rotten.] There may be ſome 
4 too of more modern Days, Men of much 
& Drink, much Noiſe, lit Thought, and leſs 
« Virtue, who have profeſſed, in the moſt ſo- 
<« lemn Manner, before God and the World, 
« upon the Faith of a Chriſtian; and as God 
<« ſhall be their Help *, to bear Faith and. true 
« Allegiance to his ajeſty King Gx ORO, 
« and to defend him to the, utmoſt of their 
« Power, who yet appear ſuch wicked Aros- 
„AES and ATHEISTS, \ as to do all they 

2 D , 
* Oath of Allegiance, ang 


dare, in Favour of the Man they have abju- 
* red, in Oppoſition to the Prince they have 


« Fell in a Harry, to 


(26). 


& ſworn to defend. Surely Deftruf#ion is in their 
« Hays, and the Way of Peace have they not 
& known, neither is the Fear of God before their 


„ Fyes ; nor indeed ought they to be looked upon- 


« without Horror, as Mons f Exs in IntQuzTyY, 
« as Men, by their own Profeſſion, without 
& God, without Chriſt, without Honour, 128 
„of no Conſcience. 


« Buc what is it theſe impous Mretebes perjure 


. ** themſelves for? Why, do they prefane the 


t Name of the Lord of 2 as if he had no 
Ear to hear, or Hand to execute Vengeance? 
<« Is it to get quit of a Dungeon ? to have Li- 
e berty to breathe the free Air? to behold: the 
*« Face of the Sun? Is it to eſcape the Faggot, 


„e the Block, or the Halter? No, they forſwear 
ee themſelves, for no other End or Purpoſe, but 


** to deprive themſelves, and their Countrymen, 
* of every Thing that is truly valuable in Life : 
*« And to obtain Power for a Man, who, if he 
« had it, would uſe even thoſe fooliſui᷑ perjured 
%% Friends of his, in a Manner worſe than the 
* DEVII did Jos; for he hates a Heretick * 
« with a deadly Hatred, and would ſend him to 
ent his doing Mi 
<« chief upon Earth. They forfwear themſclves 
* for no other End or 8 but to ſubject 
t the happy Land of their Nativity, to a Man 
« of a Spirit and Principles, more pernicious 
* and deſtructive to the Inhabitants thereof, than 
e had C „Caracalla, Domitian, or Com- 


« modus, to the Subjects of the Roman Empire; 
2 8 thoſe Monſters _ no Thought of — 


1 


« Proteflant. 


(27): 
<6 the Romans to alter their Religion, much leſa 
« of ſubijecting them to the Pope. or High Prieſt 
« of Partbia, though that Parthian Flamen , 
& had really as Divine a Right, to direct che 
« Romans in Religion, as the preſent Raman 
« Impoſtor I has, to concern himſelf with the 
6 Religion of Britain. And then as for Nero. 
<« ſo far was he from deſigning any Change in 
% Religion, that, with the Fury and nad Rage of 
« a true Popijh Saint, he deſtroyed the Chriſti- 
« ans without Pity, as Hereticks or Enemies to 
te the true Catholick Religion then eſtabliſhed at 


« Rome. That Diſgrace to the Antonines, in- 


„ deed, Heliogabalus, bears ſome Reſemblance 
to the Favourite of theſe Contemners of an 


„ Oath ; for he, it ſeems, intended, that the 
4 Romans 7 ſhould worſhip no' other God, be- 


« ſides Heliogabaal ; that is to ſay, the Sun, the 
«© molt excellent and. worthy of Adoratien,. o 


all material or viſible Beings. But the A 
0 we think worth being perjured for, is a Setter 


forth of Gods, which we mult firſt worforp 
and. then eat l. So deſpicable i is even the 
6c Idolatry of modern Rome! As to any thing 
of an imagined Rigbt, can ſuch a Dream be 


«« thought to affect Men that have no Regard to 


*© the Oath of God? Is his Right as plain, as 
that Perjury is a Sin moſt clear and ſtrong are 
the Words of Holy Writ. Ze $ ſhall not 
ſiwear by my Name falſely, neither ſhalt thou 
e profane the Name of thy God : I am the Lord. 
But though I thus ſpeak, continues he, 1 hope 
8 D 2 . 


® Prieſt, + The Pope. 


7 Id agens ne quis Romæ Deus nifi Heliogabalus Wen 


| Lamprid. Heliogab. 
|| Hoſts or fcramental Wafers. Lev. xix. 12. 
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628) 
ec in general, upon the late Trial, we behaved 
4 not amiſs, and that many of us ſhew'd an 
« hearty and unfeigned Zeal for our Religion, 
ce and its illuſtrious Defender. And this I know 
< and am certain of, that the more we praQtiſe 
„ Religion, the better we ſhall like it; and if 
« we love our own, we ſhall abhor Popery, and 


„ not only abjure, but deteff the Man that 


« would force us into it. Upon the whole 
ce then, May THE ProjecT SUCCEED, AND 
«© THE CLERGY BE BROUGHT TO THEIR 


% Dairy PRAY ERS.“ 


I will conclude the whole, in the Vords of the 
Pſalmiſt, with as fervent a Zeal, and a Soul not 


' teſs fincere. 


O Pray for the Peace of [England] may they 
proſper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy Walls, and Plenteouſneſs 
within thy Palaces. | 

. For my Brethren and Companions ſake, I will 

wiſh thee Proſperity. 

Wea becauſe of the Hovse of the LorRD our 
God, I will ſeek to do thee good. 


